














ABSTRACT

Comprehensive surveys to census subsistence salmon catches within the
Alaska portion of the Yukon River drainage have been conducted annually by
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game since 1961. In 1987 full funding
was available to survey the subsistence catch in 40 villages. The
estimated Alaska subsistence harvest and approximate 95% confidence
intervals were 53,124 ± 2,960 chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawaytscha),
275,914 ± 16,721 summer chum salmon (0. Keta), 245,834 ± 18,630 fall chum
salmon and 48,603 ± 14,690 coho salmon (0. kisutch). The 95% confidence
intervals presented here are statistical measures that are based on
proportion of known fishermen interviewed, and do not address illegal or
unknown fishing activity, or the error in recall ability. Approximately
1,200 fishing families participated in the subsistence fishery. The
chinook and fall churn salmon harvests in 1987 were the largest since 1961
and 1977, respectively. Summer churn and coho salmon harvests were the
second largest since 1977. An increase in reported subsistence harvests of
chinook, summer chum, and coho salmon is apparent.
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